
 
 
At its meeting held September 13, 2005, the Board took the following action: 
 
66-B  
  The following statement was entered into the record for Supervisors Antonovich and 
Molina: 
 

  “Just recently, the California Air Resources Board (CARB) staff, the 
Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Railway Company, and the Union 
Pacific Railroad Company entered into a memorandum of understanding 
(MOU), without any public comment or consideration by the CARB, that 
both undercuts current visible emissions enforcement actions railroad 
companies must adhere to and that allows the railroads to back out of their 
obligations. 
 
  “An MOU is not the preferred instrument to achieve emission 
reductions.  Instead, a transparent public process must be implemented 
where stakeholders and both State and local regulatory agencies can 
provide input instead of a two-party MOU.”  

 
  Therefore, on motion of Supervisor Antonovich, seconded by Supervisor Molina, 
unanimously carried, the Executive Officer of the Board was instructed to send a  
five-signature letter to the California Air Resources Board urging them to: 
 

1. Rescind the 2005 Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between 
Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Railway Company and the Union 
Pacific Railroad Company entered into without any public comment or 
consideration by the California Air Resources Board CARB; and if 
rescinding the MOU is not feasible, to strengthen the MOU by 
removing the termination clause; and  
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66-B  (Continued) 
 
 

2. Support local and regional efforts to reduce locomotive and rail yard 
emissions through proposed legislation and proposed rule 
development, and to include stakeholder and public participation in its 
rule and program development process. 
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Copies distributed: 
 Each Supervisor 
 Chief Administrative Officer 
 County Counsel 
 
Letter sent to: 
 Interim Chairman, California Air Resources Board 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
- 2 - 


